The Hunchback

Of The Backlot Theater

A Musical Dementia

By: M#4

CLOPIN

Morning at Backlot, the crew sets the stage for the hell that is to come.

The cast does their warm up while ops mans the gates to the show 'bout Notre Dame.

It’s a big show that’s based on a cartoon.

A half hour of highlights and songs.

And some it's soul are the people who toil for the bells…

For the bells of this first song.

They are beautiful aren't they?

So many shades of purple.  So many different sizes.  But they aren't really iron you know.

PUPPET

They aren't?

CLOPIN

No my stupid friend.  They are fiberglass.  A symbol for tragic tale… a tale of a man and his big black velvet dress.

Bright was the day when our tale was begun

at the show about Notre Dame.

A handful of gypsies slid silently into the scene 

While I sing my song.

But a trick had been played on the gypsies

Too late to make right what went wrong,

It was Frollo's first scene.

He burst in like a big queen,

And stole,

The focus of the show.

Judge Claude Frollo dressed the town to fit his little whims,

And he boldly stated that "This year purple is in."

FROLLO PUPPET

You there!  What are you hiding?  Calico and Gingham, no doubt!  Take them from her!  She ran.

MRS. MODO PUPPET

"Sanctuary" she cried at the doors of Pier 1 Imports, "Please give us sanctuary!"

FROLLO (as played by Richard)

"A baby?  And he's wearing Osh Kosh!"

ARCH DEACON

"Stop" 

CLOPIN

cried the Sales Manager.

FROLLO

"This is an aesthetic tragedy.  I'm sending it back to Sears where it belongs.  I am guiltless.  She brought this upon herself.  Maybe this 'Hunchback' look is OK on the Milan runways but not here in Paris."

CLOPIN

And for onetime in his life of culture and design.

Frollo saw the need for protagonists in the story line.

FROLLO

"OK, for the purpose of stretching this story out for 32 minutes, I'll let him live.  I'll even teach him the basics of color coordination but let him live here with you in your store."

ARCH DEACON

"Where?"

FROLLO

"Anywhere!  

Just so he's kept locked away where I don't plan to be.

Housewares perhaps…Who knows?  The way this industry works….

Even this poor dresser may yet prove one day to be, of use to me."

CLOPIN

And Frollo gave the child a name which doesn't sound particularly French.  A name that would most likely get him teased throughout his childhood - Quasimodo.

Now here is the riddle to guess if you care

'bout our tale in Notre Dame.

What is plot and what is the point?

Ring the bells, bells, bells, bells, again, I, say, bells…

Bells of this dumb song!

HUGO

Hey Quasi!  What's going on down there?  A Midnight Madness Sale?  Disney On Ice with Michelle Qwan?

VICTOR

A puppet show!

HUGO

Oh you mean the Hunchback Show.

QUASIMODO

Yea… the Show of Fools.

HUGO

Who peed in your Cheerios?

VICTOR (as played by Troy)

Perhaps he's got explosive diarrhea.

LAVERNE

Whatever…  Get away from me you stupid gypsies and take your bird puppets with you.

VICTOR

But watching the Show of Fools as always been a 'magic moment' for Quasimodo.

LAVERNE

But what is good is watching it if you never get to go?  Do you mind, pigeon-boys?  Do the words "fried chicken" mean anything to you?  He's not made out of old sofas like we are.  What's up, Quasi?  Spill the beans…

QUASIMODO

I just don't feel like watching the show.  Five times a day is enough already.

LAVERNE

Ever think of going instead?  I'm sure they'll give you a solo.

QUASIMODO

Sure!  But I'd never fit in and they'd probably only give me ballads anyway.  Besides, you're all forgetting one big queen.

GARGOYLES

Who?

QUASIMODO

My master.  Ms. Frollo.

GARGOYLES

Ohhh.

QUASIMODO

He hates cartoon musicals and he'd be furious if I asked to go.

HUGO

Who says you gotta ask?

QUASIMODO

And if I got caught?

VICTOR

Just tell them you don't work here.

QUASIMODO

He might see me.

HUGO

You could wear that little blue number.  Just this once!  What Frollo doesn't know can't hurt you!

VICTOR

Impotence is bliss!

HUGO

Leave your personal problems out of this.

QUASIMODO

Trapped behind this rubber mask, and hump made out of foam,

Singing to the people right before me.

Sweating out electrolytes, and wanting to go home,

knowing that I really have to go pee.

All day long I suffer through this heat and do this show

Fighting off the urge to stop and then flee

All my life I've wanted to perform upon the stage.

Not like this though…

Is this a heat show?

I'm out there,

Melting in the sun.

Hot inside this orange hair,

This really isn't fun.

I hate this weather…

Out there.

Does anybody care?

What I'd give…

Who's butt  I'd kiss

If I could get out of all this.

Out there are all the people who don't have to wear this crap

The audience is sitting there and sighing.

Everyday they sit and stare and act like they are warm.

Heedless of the fact that I am dying.

Each time I hit these notes,

I swear my head explodes… 

I need air.

Please call 911.

Put me on the stretcher.

Please turn off the sun.

How long 'til Winter? - Need air!

I'm working off my buns.

I swear I'm in real pain.

Feeling faint.

Rubber face.

Hot-ass place.

Plastic hair.

It's not fair.

Ox-y-gen.  Please give me air….

CLOPIN

Five times a day we throw a party here on stage.

Seven days a week this scene is all the rage.

We're like rabid animals trapped in a cage.

Once again it's Gypsy Freak Show Day.

It’s the day we get to skip our therapy.

Skip the medication and go on a spree.

Everything is messed up during this disturbing scene. 

ALL

Gypsy Freak Show!

CLOPIN

Everything is really scary!

ALL

Normal?  Hell No!

CLOPIN

Frollo is a great big Mary!

If its strange, then we'll give it a try.

We won't go 'til all the children cry.

FROLLO

Ah, so this is the famous Captain Phoebus, just transferred back from Beauty and the Beast.

PHOEBUS (as played by Daddy)

Yep.  Who's your Daddy?

FROLLO

You've come to the show in its darkest hour.  Listen to this ridiculous parody.  It has nothing to do with the story.  This heathen display is inflaming my lower something-or-other.  And I think I'm starting to like it.

PHOEBUS

I was transferred here to help with your little skit?

FROLLO

The real aesthetic emergency is what you see before you.

ALL

Gypsy Freak Show!

CLOPIN

Everybody's warped and twisted.

ALL

Gypsy Freak Show!

CLOPIN

See the freak!  No?  Whoops, you missed it.

Bearded ladies, midgets, come what may!

The circus might be slightly better.

The next act's hot so come and get her!

All because it's Gypsy Freak Show Day!

Come one, come all.

Hurry, hurry, here's your chance.

Time to get up off your cans.

Come one, come all.

See this next girl's freaky dance.

Her act will make you wet your pants.

Dance La Esmerelda, Dance!

FROLLO

Look at that disgusting display.

PHOEBUS

You're right, red doesn't work with her complexion.

CLOPIN

And now, ladies and the rest of you, the piece de merde!

Here it is -- the moment where we move the plot.

Here it is -- the moment Quasi's in the spot.

Now's the time that Quasi's going to be caught

Now's the time we pick the biggest freak.

You all remember last year's freak… Laverne.

So make a face that will get Frollo really pissed.

Make a face that's yucky.  You all get the gist.

For the face that's ugliest will be in the next scene.
CROWD VOICES

Dude!  It’s the bellringer.

Yea, bogus.

CLOPIN

Ladies and Gentlemen, get over it.  Here he is -- Quasimodo, our new Castmember of the Month.

CROWD VOICES

Hail to the King!

I wanted the parking spot.

The ballot box was stuffed!

QUASIMODO

Master, master!  Why do you make me call you master?

PHOEBUS

Sir, request permission to lay a few pick up lines on that chick.

FROLLO

Check your hormones, Captain.  A lesson needs to be learned here.

ESMERELDA

Don't be afraid.

FROLLO

You!  Gypsy girl!  Get down at once.

ESMERELDA

Yes, your honor.  Just as soon as I show this boy how to work the runway.

FROLLO

I forbid it.  That's my job.

ESMERELDA

You mistreat this poor boy the same way you mistreat my people.

FROLLO

Silence!

ESMERELDA

Bite me.

FROLLO

Mark my words, gypsy, I'll scratch your eyes out.

ESMERELDA

You best be backin' up out of my face.  Don't make me throw this crown.

FROLLO

Captain Phoebus.  Go kick her ass.

ESMERELDA

Well let me see.  What's a poor girl to do?

FROLLO

Special effects!  Find her captain.  I want her alive.

PHOEBUS

Yes sir.  Seal off the area, men, and do not harm her.  What a bitch.

ESMERELDA

You!

PHOEBUS

Easy.  I just did my make up.

ESMERELDA

Oh, really?  I thought you looked kind of pasty.

PHOEBUS

Alright - alright.  Just give me a chance to fix my hair and apologize.

ESMERELDA

For what?

PHOEBUS

That for example.

ESMERELDA
You over-coifed…

PHOEBUS

Uh-uh-uh.  Lay off the hair.

ESMERELDA

Are you always this over-costumed?

PHOEBUS

You fight almost as well as a man.

ESMERELDA

Funny - I used to be one.

PHOEBUS

Permit me.  I'm Phoebus.  It means "perfect Disney male persona".  And you are…?

ESMERELDA

Is this an interrogation?

PHOEBUS

I believe it's called an introduction.

ESMERELDA

So… if you're not here to arrest me… what do you want?

PHOEBUS

In your pants - I mean - your name.

ESMERELDA

Esmerelda.

PHOEBUS

… beautiful.

FROLLO

Good work Captain.  I say you caught her shoplifting.  Now arrest her.

PHOEBUS

Tell him you're just window shopping.  Say it!

ESMERELDA

You tricked me.

PHOEBUS

I'm sorry sir, she's just browsing.  There's nothing I can do.

FROLLO

Then put something in her pocket and…

ARCH DEACON

Frollo!  You will not touch her.

ESMERELDA

What do they all have against people who…  Why is your face gray like that?

ARCH DEACON (as played by Jean-Paul)

You can't right all the complexion problems of this world by yourself.

ESMERELDA

Well dipping your face in charcoal certainly isn't helping.

ARCH DEACON

Maybe there's someone in cosmetology who can.

ESMERELDA

I don't know if you can hear me.

Or if this mic is on.

This will be our second ballad.

And so is the next song.

Yes I know the show just bogged down.

The pace is going slow.

Please now -  don't go to the restroom,

This is my only solo.

God help the audience

They're getting bored

Stop them from leaving

Close exit doors

Give them some action

Sex and violence

Please help me hold on

To the audience

PARISHONERS

I play Victor

Hugo's my name

Different costumes but voices - the same.

I hate this hat.  I hate this dress.

I need people from wardrobe to dress me.

ESMERELDA

This is my moment

To sing my ass off

But it isn't working

The people nod off

Please help these people

To start having fun

This song is ending

And I'm almost done

Just one repeat here

Now this song is done

MONK

You! Bellringer!  Get a haircut!

ESMERELDA

Wait.  I have to do a scene with you.

LAVERNE

Look, he's got a friend with him.

HUGO

Yeah, maybe he'll finally get some.

VICTOR

A vision of… what did you just say?

HUGO

It's OK.  I was talking about the goat.

VICTOR and LAVERNE

Eeeew.  Gross.

HUGO

Hey Quasi!  Got the girls and assorted barn yard friends chasin' you already.

VICTOR

Congratulations.  Hugo, you need to shut up now.

ESMERELDA

Wait!  I'm really sorry about that last song.  I had no idea you had to sit through it.  What is this place?

QUASIMODO

This is the Hunchback set.  Sorry about the color.

ESMERELDA

Did you make all these things yourself?

QUASIMODO
No, but I've broken most of them at one point or another.

ESMERELDA
You're an interesting person, Quasimodo… and lucky.  I bet Eisner himself doesn't have a view like this one.  I could stay up here forever.

QUASIMODO
Well, you could.  I have a king size bed.

ESMERELDA
Oh my.  Gypsies don't do well in marriages of convenience.

QUASIMODO
But you're not like other gypsies.  You're Equity.  Besides, they have bad taste.

ESMERELDA
Who told you that?

QUASIMODO
My Master - Frollo.

ESMERELDA
Frollo!  The queen?

QUASIMODO
He saved my life--

ESMERELDA
Yeah, whatever.  Your story has grown tiresome.  Give me your hand.  This line means you're the main character of the show.  And this one means you have two more ballads coming up.  Oooh.  This one means you have a really long…

QUASIMODO
What?

ESMERELDA
…boring scene with me.  Now you look at me.  Do you think I have bad taste?

QUASIMODO
I guess not.  Although that big hair thing kind of went out of style back in the 80's.

ESMERELDA
Well Frollo needs to be killed and he shouldn't rule France.

HUGO
What'd she say?

LAVERNE
Frollo's on the pill and he wets his pants.

HUGO
Oh everybody knows that.

QUASIMODO
You helped me.  Now I will help you.

ESMERELDA
We're not going to climb down are we?

QUASIMODO
No.  We'll use the service entrance.  It will make this scene shorter.  Now kiss me and give me the necklace.

ESMERELDA
Yeah right.  Here's the necklace.  Later dude…

HUGO
That's quite a girl you got there, Quasi.

QUAISMODO
My girl?

LAVERNE
You know, Esmerelda.  Does that little stage show in Tijuana with the goat?

HUGO
Way to go Lover Boy.

QUASIMODO
Lover boy?  I never touched her.

HUGO
Did ya touch the goat?

LAVERNE
Hugo!  Enough already.  Don't be modest, Quasi.

QUASIMODO
Look, I appreciate what your all trying to say but it sounds like the incidental music is leading into a song and I have to get two more ballads in before the show ends.

All throughout this show

I have to sing real slow

I never get the chance to rock

People keep leaving while I'm singing

For the exit doors they start to flock

Hugo and that stupid clown get all this shows fun songs

While I have to moan.  This is a crock.

My third song's just a tease

Its just this song's reprise

My life - it is a living hell

I think my brain's starting to swell

And now I have to ring these bells

MONK

Miss Frollo, the boy is upstairs singing the worst parody song in the show yet.

FROLLO

What?

MONK

And the girl is gone too.  She drove off in your limited edition Eddie Bauer Ford Explorer.

FROLLO

That does it.  Nobody touches the wheels.  Find the girl.  Burn down all of Paris if you have to.  A Magic Moment for the person who turns over the gypsy girl.  A Meet and Greet for the person who turns over the gypsy girl.  Stupid puppets!  Take them to Stromboli.  Burn it!

PHOEBUS

What?

FROLLO

Until it smolders.  14th century French Chateau is so last year.  These people wouldn't know a fine dinette set from plastic patio furniture and they must be made examples of.

PHOEBUS

With all due respect sir, couldn't this be fixed with a little accessorizing?

FROLLO

I said burn it!

PHOEBUS

But what about the environmental impact?

FROLLO

Fine, I'll do it myself, insolent coward.  Don't waste your arrows!  Find the girl!  I'm not starting to sound obsessive am I?

QUASIMODO

I'm worried about Esmerelda.

LAVERNE

She doesn't look good.

VICTOR

Her hair is hopeless.

HUGO

Drama queens…  Everything is going to be fine.

QUASIMODO

Do you really think so?

HUGO

Yea, it's a Disney show.

QUASIMODO

Oh yeah.  Will Esmerelda come back?

LAVERNE

Sure, you're the good guy.  Besides, we always said you were the cute one.

HUGO

Of course we only said that to be nice - I'm the cute one.

LAVERNE

No you're the beastiality freak.

HUGO
What do you expect from a show full of dysfunctional characters like this one?

LAVERNE

Take it from us Quasi.  You're the closest thing to normal we've got.

HUGO

And that's not saying much.

VICTOR

You know, I never realized just how messed up this whole thing really is.

HUGO

I feel like singing about it.  Back me up boys!

A show like this

No one believes, kid

A show this strange

The audience shouldn't have to pay

This shows unique

And quite disturbing

Could there be two

VICTOR and LAVERNE

This screwed?

GARGOYLES

No way!

LAVERNE

We all have gaped

At circus side shows

VICTOR

But then we head straight here

To show our darker side

HUGO

We all are crazed

Especially Frollo

GARGOYLES

No "ifs" or "buts"

This show is nuts

We've got no pride.

LAVERNE

Whip me, now beat me, I like it

Oh Victor, I need it…

VICTOR

I want it too

It's my turn, make me yearn, make me sore

ALL

For…

ALL

This scene's from hell

Laverne's a swinger

A fool could tell

Vic makes her swell

You know it's true

Hey, what's that smell?
GARGOYLES

A show like ours

Is not real pretty

And yet we think

We're fairly witty

From Beast to Jones

To Little Mermaid

They're damage doesn't linger

ALL

It's Victor's finger

We're breaking taste and law

With this song's ooh-la-la

Too much for children's eyes

We make sane people cry

Who wouldn't love a show

This screwed!

HUGO

We've got no plot

We should be shot

So you better run

From show's this screwed!

ESMERELDA

Quasimodo?

QUASIMODO

Esmerelda!  I knew you'd come back.  Can't get enough can ya?

ESMERELDA

Uh… sure, whatever.  I need you to play doctor.

QUASIMODO

I thought you'd never ask!

ESMERELDA

This is Phoebus.  He's wounded and he needs you help.

QUASIMODO

Oh…  This way.

PHOEBUS

Esmerelda…

ESMERELDA

Shhh…  Its time for our little love scene.  You're lucky, that last battle scene almost ruined your 'look'.

PHOEBUS

Is my hair OK?

QUASIMODO

I thought I warned you, friends

Now here I go again

I have to sing one more slow song

There's one good thing about this one though

It really isn't very long

Frollo is coming… and you really don't want to see that.

ESMERELDA

Ewwww.  I'm outa here.  Later hump-boy.

LAVERNE

Quick, we gotta do another set change.

CLOPIN

The evil Frollo had a farm.  E I E I O.  He informed Quasimodo that at dawn he would crash the big party at the secret underground gypsy dance club.  You see, the necklace that Esmerelda gave to Quasimodo contained Kryptonite but that's not really important now.  So Quasimodo asked Phoebus out on a date and off they went to this most secret place: The Court of Miracle Whip.  But Frollo just had to tag along, busted in, and ruined the party.  Well, let me show you… Shazam!

FROLLO

The go-go dancer Esmerelda has been found guilty of the crime of indecency in a Disney show (you know, that little cartwheel-panty-thing during Topsy Turvy).  The sentence… death by fog machine.

HUGO

C'mon.  Quasi, try the rope swing.

VICTOR

It's fun.  Everyone is doing it.

LAVERNE

Even I tried it - of course, I almost broke my hip.

QUASIMODO

I can't.  I tried.

VICTOR

You've gotta upstage Frollo.

QUASIMODO

I can't.  I'm not a stunt man.

HUGO

Wimp.

LAVERNE

Girls like stuntmen…

QUASIMODO

Oh, in that case.

FROLLO

Therefore it is my honor to light this torch and kick off the Summer Olympic Games.

QUASIMODO

Yeeeeehaaaaaa!  Come on Esmerelda.  Hurry.

FROLLO

Quasimodo!

QUASIMODO

You'll safe in here.  Spank the Mary!  Spank the Mary!

FROLLO

Captain.  Turn this store into a new parking lot.  Come back you cowards.  Start up the wrecking ball and knock it down.

PHOEBUS

Citizens of Paris, Frollo has lost all sense of the plot and this parody is racing toward utter nonsense.  Will we allow it?

TOWNSPEOPLE

Sure. Why not?

HUGO

Looks like the show is climaxing!

FROLLO

Again.  Put that time on the work out bench backstage to use.

QUASIMODO

We've done it Esmerelda.  The good guys won again!  Esmerelda?  Oh no!  You killed her!

FROLLO

I had to.  There can only be one leading lady in this show.  Now listen to me…

QUASIMODO

No!  I'm tired of listening.  Do you have any idea how annoying you're becoming.  "Get the gypsy girl.  Get the gyspy girl.  Get the gypsy girl."  What the hell is your trip anyway?

FROLLO

I can't help it.  I'm the villain.  Here, allow me to end your suffering forever.

QUASIMODO

No!

ESMERELDA

Quasimodo?

QUASIMODO

Esmerelda?

FROLLO

Oh not again…  Now I'm going to do what I should have done 28 minutes ago.

QUASIMODO
No!

CLOPIN

Now…

Here is the ending, arrived long at last

And this is the final song

Its just a parody, all in good fun

CROWD

Put away bells, bells, bells…

We, hate, the, bells…

What is that smell…

Bells of this last…
CLOPIN

Now that its over

Look over your shoulder

And head for the exit doors

While I end my last big…

EVERYBODY

Soooonnnnnggggg!

FIN
